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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion   : Morning Service 
Date   : December 31, 2017 
 
TITLE   : HOW WE SHOULD MOVE FORWARD 
Text/s   :  
 
Deut 31:1-8 
1 And Moses went and spake these words unto all Israel. 
2 And he said unto them, I am an hundred and twenty years old this day; I can no more go out and come in: 
also the Lord hath said unto me, Thou shalt not go over this Jordan. 
3 The Lord thy God, he will go over before thee, and he will destroy these nations from before thee, and thou 
shalt possess them: and Joshua, he shall go over before thee, as the Lord hath said. 
4 And the Lord shall do unto them as he did to Sihon and to Og, kings of the Amorites, and unto the land of 
them, whom he destroyed. 
5 And the Lord shall give them up before your face, that ye may do unto them according unto all the 
commandments which I have commanded you. 
6 Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the Lord thy God, he it is that doth go 
with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 
7 And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of all Israel, Be strong and of a good courage: 
for thou must go with this people unto the land which the Lord hath sworn unto their fathers to give them; and 
thou shalt cause them to inherit it. 
8 And the Lord, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake 
thee: fear not, neither be dismayed. 

KJV 
 
Josh 1:1-9 
1 Now after the death of Moses the servant of the Lord it came to pass, that the Lord spake unto Joshua the 
son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying, 
2 Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land 
which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel. 
3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses. 
4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the 
Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast. 
5 There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be 
with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 

6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I 
sware unto their fathers to give them. 
7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which 
Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper 
whithersoever thou goest. 
8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that 
thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way 
prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. 
9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for 
the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest. 
KJV 
 
Bible Reading :  
 
Phil 3:8-14 
8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, 
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the 
faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 
10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made 
conformable unto his death; 
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11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 
12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may 
apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 
13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
KJV 
 
Song/s   :  

 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Acts 7:38 
38 This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in the mount Sina, 
and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us: 
KJV 
 

Rom 15:4 
4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience 
and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 10:1-12 
1 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the 

cloud, and all passed through the sea; 
2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 
3 And did all eat the same spiritual meat; 
4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and 
that Rock was Christ. 
5 But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 
6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also 
lusted. 
7 Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, 
and rose up to play. 
8 Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty 
thousand. 

9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. 
10 Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. 
11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come. 
12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 3:16-17 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 1:20-21 
20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 
21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost. 
KJV 
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Ex 14:10-16 
10 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched 
after them; and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto the Lord. 
11 And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the 
wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? 
12 Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? 
For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness. 
13 And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will 
shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever. 
14 The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. 
15 And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the children of Israel, that they 
go forward: 
16 But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel 
shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea. 
KJV 
 
Deut 31:1-8 
1 And Moses went and spake these words unto all Israel. 
2 And he said unto them, I am an hundred and twenty years old this day; I can no more go out and come in: 
also the Lord hath said unto me, Thou shalt not go over this Jordan. 
3 The Lord thy God, he will go over before thee, and he will destroy these nations from before thee, and thou 
shalt possess them: and Joshua, he shall go over before thee, as the Lord hath said. 
4 And the Lord shall do unto them as he did to Sihon and to Og, kings of the Amorites, and unto the land of 
them, whom he destroyed. 
5 And the Lord shall give them up before your face, that ye may do unto them according unto all the 
commandments which I have commanded you. 

6 Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the Lord thy God, he it is that doth go 
with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 
7 And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of all Israel, Be strong and of a good courage: 
for thou must go with this people unto the land which the Lord hath sworn unto their fathers to give them; and 
thou shalt cause them to inherit it. 
8 And the Lord, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake 
thee: fear not, neither be dismayed. 
KJV 
 
Deut 31:14 
14 And the Lord said unto Moses, Behold, thy days approach that thou must die: call Joshua, and present 
yourselves in the tabernacle of the congregation, that I may give him a charge. And Moses and Joshua went, 
and presented themselves in the tabernacle of the congregation. 
KJV 
 
Deut 32:48-52 
48 And the Lord spake unto Moses that selfsame day, saying, 
49 Get thee up into this mountain Abarim, unto mount Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, that is over against 
Jericho; and behold the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel for a possession: 
50 And die in the mount whither thou goest up, and be gathered unto thy people; as Aaron thy brother died in 
mount Hor, and was gathered unto his people: 
51 Because ye trespassed against me among the children of Israel at the waters of Meribah-Kadesh, in the 
wilderness of Zin; because ye sanctified me not in the midst of the children of Israel. 
52 Yet thou shalt see the land before thee; but thou shalt not go thither unto the land which I give the children 
of Israel. 
KJV 
 
Deut 34:1-7 
1 And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over 
against Jericho. And the Lord shewed him all the land of Gilead, unto Dan, 
2 And all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, unto the utmost sea, 
3 And the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto Zoar. 
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4 And the Lord said unto him, This is the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, 
saying, I will give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over 
thither. 
5 So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord. 
6 And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Beth-peor: but no man knoweth of his 
sepulchre unto this day. 
7 And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural force 
abated. 
KJV 
 
 
A) THEIR CONDUCT  

"Be strong and of a good courage... fear not, neither be dismayed." 
 
Deut 8:1-5 
1 All the commandments which I command thee this day shall ye observe to do, that ye may live, and 
multiply, and go in and possess the land which the Lord sware unto your fathers. 
2 And thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the 
wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest 
keep his commandments, or no. 
3 And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, 
neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord doth man live. 
4 Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot swell, these forty years. 
5 Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God 
chasteneth thee. 

KJV 
 
Deut 31:6-8 
6 Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the Lord thy God, he it is that doth 
go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 
7 And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of all Israel, Be strong and of a good 
courage: for thou must go with this people unto the land which the Lord hath sworn unto their fathers to 
give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it. 
8 And the Lord, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake 
thee: fear not, neither be dismayed. 
KJV 
 
Moving forward requires that a Christian's character be right. 
 
1) We are to " ...be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might." 

2388  chazaq (khaw-zak'); a primitive root; to fasten upon; hence, to seize, be strong (figuratively, 
courageous, causatively strengthen, cure, help, repair, fortify), obstinate; to bind, restrain, conquer:  
KJV-- aid, amend, X calker, catch, cleave, confirm, be constant, constrain, continue, be of good (take) 
courage (-ous, -ly), encourage (self), be established, fasten, force, fortify, make hard, harden, help, 
(lay) hold (fast), lean, maintain, play the man, mend, become (wax) mighty, prevail, be recovered, 
repair, retain, seize, be (wax) sore, strengthen (self), be stout, be (make, shew, wax) strong (-er), be 
sure, take (hold), be urgent, behaveself valiantly, withstand. 
 
2 Tim 2:1 
2 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
KJV 
 
Col 1:11 
11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and 
longsuffering with joyfulness; 
KJV 
 
Eph 6:10 
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10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:13 
13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 12:9-10 
9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. 
Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses 
for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. 
KJV 
 
Isa 40:31 
31 But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as 

eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. 
 
2 Cor 12:9-10 
9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 

weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. 

10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses 
for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. 

 
Eph 1:19-21 

19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the 
working of his mighty power, 

20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right 
hand in the heavenly places, 

21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 

 
Eph 3:16-17 
16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by 

his Spirit in the inner man; 
17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 
 
2 Tim 2:1 
1 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
 
 

2) We are to be of good courage. 
Deut 31:6 
6 Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the Lord thy God, he it is that 
doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 
KJV 
 
Deut 31:7 
7 And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of all Israel, Be strong and of a good 
courage: for thou must go with this people unto the land which the Lord hath sworn unto their fathers 
to give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it. 
KJV 
 
553  'amats (aw-mats'); a primitive root; to be alert, physically (on foot) or mentally (in courage):  
KJV-- confirm, be courageous (of good courage, stedfastly minded, strong, stronger), establish, 
fortify, harden, increase, prevail, strengthen (self), make strong (obstinate, speed). 
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Ps 27:14 
14 Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the 

LORD. 
 
Josh 1:5-7 
5 There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, 

so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 
6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, 

which I sware unto their fathers to give them. 
7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, 

which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that 
thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. 

KJV 
 
 

     3) We are not to fear. 
 
Deut 31:6 
6 Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the Lord thy God, he it is 
that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 
KJV 

   
Ps 27:1-6 
1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; of 

whom shall I be afraid? 
2 When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they 

stumbled and fell. 
3 Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise 

against me, in this will I be confident. 
4 One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the 

LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple. 
5 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he 

hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock. 
6 And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me: therefore will I offer 

in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD. 
 
Isa 35:3-4 
3 Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. 
4 Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with 

vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you. 
 
 

4) We are not to turn to the right or left.  Stay on course.   
 
Josh 1:6-7 
6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, 
which I sware unto their fathers to give them. 
7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, 
which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou 
mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. 
KJV 
 
Deut 5:32-33 
32 Ye shall observe to do therefore as the LORD your God hath commanded you: ye shall not turn 

aside to the right hand or to the left. 
33 Ye shall walk in all the ways which the LORD your God hath commanded you, that ye may live, 

and that it may be well with you, and that ye may prolong your days in the land which ye shall 
possess. 
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Deut 12:32 
32 What thing soever I command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish 

from it. 
 
Prov 4:26-27 
26 Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established. 
27 Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil. 

 
 

5) Stay in the Word 
 
Josh 1:6-7 
6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, 
which I sware unto their fathers to give them. 
7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, 
which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou 
mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. 
KJV 
 
Ps 119:11-16 
11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. 
12 Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes. 
13 With my lips have I declared all the judgments of thy mouth. 
14 I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as much as in all riches. 
15 I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways. 
16 I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word. 

 
Ps 37:30-31 
30 The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom, and his tongue talketh of judgment. 
31 The law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide. 
 
Ps 119:42-43 
42 So shall I have wherewith to answer him that reproacheth me: for I trust in thy word. 
43 And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth; for I have hoped in thy judgments. 
 
Ps 1:2 
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 

 
 
B) THEIR COMMISSION, MANDATE –  

 
Deut 31:7 
7 And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of all Israel, Be strong and of a good 
courage: for thou must go with this people unto the land which the Lord hath sworn unto their 
fathers to give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it. 
KJV 

 
1) We have a commission from our Lord and Master. Matthew. 28:19-20 

Matt 28:18-20 
18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Ghost: 
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 

alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 
 

2) We are to help people inherit Heaven by witnessing to them. 
1 Pet 3:15 
15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man 

that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 
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3) We are to help Christians inherit their rewards by encouraging them and training them. 

Heb 3:12-13 
12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the 

living God. 
13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the 

deceitfulness of sin. 
 
2 Tim 4:2 
2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 

longsuffering and doctrine. 
 
 

4) We are to please Him and give Him glory 
Eph 4:11-12 
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 

teachers; 
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 

Christ: 
 
2 Thess 1:11-12 
11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and 

fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power: 
12 That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the 

grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 

 
Phil 2:12-16 
12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much 

more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 
14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 

crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, 

neither laboured in vain. 
KJV 
 
1 John 3:22 
22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those 

things that are pleasing in his sight. 
KJV 
 
Heb 13:20-21 
20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of 

the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
Heb 13:20-21 
 
20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of 

the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
 
21 Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his 

sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
KJV21 Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in 

his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
KJV 
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C) THEIR COMPANION 
 
Deut 31:8 
8 And the Lord, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake 
thee: fear not, neither be dismayed. 
KJV 

 
When we move forward under God's direction, we do not lack His active presence or help. Hebrews 13:5, 
Isaiah 41:10 
 
Heb 13:5 
5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he 

hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 
 
Isa 41:10 
10 Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I 

will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. 
 
Matt 28:20 
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 

alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 
 


